Islamic militants from Pakistani territory 
into Indian Kashmir. The future is still 
unpredictable, but it seems that a full-scale 
war is not yet feasible. Until then, Pakistan 
will continue to ‘bleed’ India, who will in 
turn bleed Kashmir, and retaliate against 
Pakistan whenever possible. Not the great¬ 
est scenario, but then this has been the 
status quo for over 50 years. Capitalism 
will continue to wield its weapons of war to 
frighten nations into submission. 

Jevan Knows 


‘We’ve decided we’re all staying...while we 
wait for rain, for football for justice on TV, 
the old generals and the eager boy anchor- 
persons talk of first strike and second strike 
capability, as though they’re discussing a 
family board game. Why do we tolerate the 
men who use nuclear weapons to blackmail 
the entire human race??’ 

Arundhati Roy - Kashmiri Journalist 


A Last Word...Cullen’s Corporate Sellout 


Cullen and Labour’s answer to this question 
last week showed Labour is still in Roger 
Douglas land. Overseas 
companies are to be 
invited here to exploit us 
further, no doubt with tax 
concessions, special labour 
provisions and land at 
basement prices among 
the ‘incentives’. This will 
add to the $8.86 billion 
which went last year as 
profits from NZ to overseas 
companies. If we ever get 
to be a republic we won’t 
even own the bananas. 

Green Rod Donald made a feeble response. He 
suggested sponsoring NZ capitalists instead of 
overseas exploiters. Not a hint of public 
enterprise to provide jobs and return profits 
to go to education, health and welfare. The 
Greens are useless on economics and the 
reality of class in our lives. 

The same week Jane Kelsey spoke to 80 
people in Wellington about her book At the 
Crossroads. Like the book, her talk was full of 
invaluable detail on things happening to the 
economy and to the world, but as in her last 
two books she lacked much of a vision for an 


alternative. Talking about ‘nation building’ 
obscures the real cause of our problems - 
capitalism. While she may rightly 
discard all those alternative ‘isms’ 
that have been discredited by au¬ 
thoritarian or middle class politics, 
there needs to be a way to draw a line 
between the rule of capital over people 
and the rule of people over their lives. 

‘People Power’ seems to me to express 
what people need. It is within nations 
but goes beyond it to people every¬ 
where. But first people have to be¬ 
come convinced that they both need 
and want it. That’s the issue where 
our discussions still fail to focus. 

Jim Delahunty 


W((i))ndy prints your voice so speak up! 
Send articles, opinions, or questions to: 

wellington@indymedia.org 

To receive W((i))ndy Volumes (12 Issues) 
send a suggested donation of $10 (or more...) 
W((i))ndy 
P.O. Box 6397 
Wellington 
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Protesting In Wellington 


HPT Protest 

The New Zealand Historic Places 
Trust was threatened by a small 
band of hard-hatted 
‘construction workers’ on May 
29th. They put up a sign 
advising that historic Antrim 
House was to be cut 
in half and moved to 
make way for a 
bypass road linking 
upper and lower 
Boulcott Street. Also 
present was the ‘NZ 
Historic Places Trust 
Toothless Beast’, a 
headless steel 
monster bedaubed 
with slogans, and 
about 20 police. A 
press release was 
handed out and 
many passers-by who were 
taken in by it were shocked at 
the proposal. It was a good piece 
of satire, the serious point being 
made that the NZ Historic 
Places Trust, in rubber-stamp¬ 
ing the inner city ‘bypass’ 
project, has approved a roading 
project which will destroy an 
historic area of Wellington. 

Bypass Protest 

About 100 people picketed the 
Wellington City Council on 
Wednesday 12 June, exactly 



Historic Stagecraft Theatre 


four months after the last WCC demo 
which marked the eviction of tenants 
on the route of the ‘bypass’. The latest 
protest was against the council’s 
taking back the Te Aro Community 
Centre (formerly Stagecraft Theatre) 
from the people, using the riot squad 
to evict occupants on 2 
May and leaving the 
building derelict once 
again. ‘Property is theft’ 
one speaker quoted. 

Placards and banners 
drew the attention of 
passers-by to fascist 
tendencies in the council. 
One sign, displayed near 
a group of attendant 
police, read ‘WCC Riot 
Squad Zone’. A ‘Brenda 
Ghastly’ mayoral 
doppelganger goose-stepped around 
the place, kicking placards and 
demonstrators. A speaker called for 
the release of former mayor Mark 
Blumsky (or his dummy - difficult to 
tell which) from police custody. 

(Mark was also arrested on May 2nd.) 
In between speeches, steel drums 
made a racket which could be heard a 
block away, their machine-like 
rhythm symbolising the political- 
industrial complex which the corpo¬ 
rate WCC has bought into, putting 
dollars ahead of people. Give us back 
our community centre! 


[ 7 reedom Fighters’ Future Functions 

G.E. Free Aotearoa Visibility Day, 22 June, (MAdGE) chalk up 
Oriental Parade at lpm, Wgtn. 

Campaign for a Better City, Anti-Bypass public meeting, Thistle Hall, 
16 July, 7pm, Wgtn. 

W((i))ndymedia meets every Wednesday, 289 Cuba St., 6pm, Wgtn. 














Nawha Solidarity Protest 

The last issue of W((i))ndy described the 
Ngawha Prison protest. On 4 June 37 
protestors, including several Nga Puhi 
elders, were arrested. Last week the 
environment court decision that a prison 
could go ahead was appealed in the High 
Court in Wellington. A demonstration on 13 
June took place outside the court, in front of 
parliament, and in parliament where Dover 
Samuels was criticised by elders from the Far 
North. A group of younger protesters 
occupied the head office of the Department of 
Corrections for an hour until police arrived, 
but unlike the protest at parliament this was 


not reported by the media. They called for 
the resignation of the minister, Matt Robson, 
and a halt to construction work at the sacred 
Nga Puhi site desecrated by the 
development. 

The Ngawha Prison project has similarities to 
the Te Aro ‘bypass’. Both have been the 
subject of peaceful demonstrations and 
occupations. Direct action works: contact 
Anti-‘Bypass’ Action, P O Box 9263, Te Aro, 
Wellington; e-mail 

antibypassaction@yahoo.co.nz . For further 
details about Ngawha, visit 
www.ngawha.org.nz KS 


G.E. Free Aotearoa Strategy Hui 


Twenty eight activists representing several 
groups from around New Zealand gathered 
at Tapu Te Ranga Marae, Island Bay, Wel¬ 
lington over the weekend of 15 and 16 June 
to strategise about tactics to stop genetic 
engineering (GE). This coalition of groups 
has become known as GE Free New Zealand. 
They have no political allegiance and they 
are determined to 
make New Zealand 
GE free in food and in 
the environment. 


The activists talked 
about the need for a 
large number of 
people to write 
submissions to halt 
the development of 
GE in New Zealand. 

The first submission about cows and GE is 
due on 27 June. The two main objectives of 
this containment application are to develop 
transgenic cattle to work out if they can 
show therapeutic foreign proteins in their 
milk and to develop transgenic cattle to 
study gene function and genetic perform¬ 
ance. More information about this submis¬ 
sion can be found on the website 
www.ermanz.govt.nz. The second submis¬ 
sion is about imported seeds; the name of the 


submission is ‘Testing imported seeds for the 
presence of GE seeds’. More information 
about this submission can be found on the 
website www.maf.govt.nz/gmseeds. 

The GE Free NZ coalition discussed the GE 
Free National Day of Visibility to take place 
on June 22. On this day around New Zea¬ 
land GE Free NZ 
activists will be out 
on the street to 
educate New Zea¬ 
landers about GE. 
One of the GE Free 
groups in Wellington 
called Mothers 
Against Genetic 
engineering 
(MAdGE) has some 
activities planned 
and they will take place on the small beach 
next to Freyburg swimming pool on Oriental 
Parade. 

The Anti-GE hip-hop record called ‘Public 
Service Announcement’ (PSA) is now avail¬ 
able in shops. Gaining popularity, it is on 
high rotation at Mai FM in Auckland. It’s a 
great piece of work, so request it from your 
local radio station, buy a copy and play it 
loud. 
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Corruption, Capitalism and Kashmir 


There is a war looming in the distance. 
Traditional media will manipulate and 
exaggerate the truth, as it is so accustomed 
to doing. India, Pakistan, and Kashmir are 
the most recent names but the story is the 
same. People are forced into submission, 
sanction, oppression and fear by the de¬ 
mented hand of capitalism and its lust for 
power. Capitalism, which engenders the 
state and which maintains armies, is global 
in a way it has never been before, and the 
Indian - Pakistani conflict has become the 
current popular focus to shield the truth. 

There are several ways of looking at the 
conflict. Firstly, the major problem facing 
any effort to break the impasse between India 
and Pakistan over Kashmir is that the two 
states disagree fundamentally on the terms 
for talking about the issue. ‘Pakistan insists 
any discussion has to be based on the 1948 
and 1949 UN resolutions on Kashmir. India 
claims primacy lies with the 1972 Simla 
Agreement, which was signed after the 1971 
India-Pakistan war. The agreement commits 
the two states to settle their disputes 
“through bilateral negotiations or by any 
other peaceful means mutually agreed upon 
between them” making no 
mention of the UN [Zia Mian].’ 

The Kashmiris are rarely 
consulted or involved by 
either state or the interna¬ 
tional community. Realisti¬ 
cally, these terms are simply 
rhetoric passed between 
nations looking to expand their 
control over economic and 
political expanses. 

This specific conflict has been 
ongoing for decades and has 
amassed several wars in the 
past, however without the brilli 
tools known as nuclear weapons. There is 
politics slithering underneath all this talk of 
war, just as it was lurking in the past. On 
one side is Pakistan’s attempt to infiltrate 


Islamic activists into Indian-controlled 
Kashmir as part of a drive by the Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan to ‘re- 
Islamize’ Pakistan and divert attention from 
a grim domestic state. On the other side of 
the disputed Line of Control (LoC), the 
caretaker government, dominated by the 
ruling Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party, and BJP leaders have always been 
keen to raise their Hindu nationalist creden¬ 
tials by resorting to stirring actions (e.g. 
nuclear testing in 1999 which Pakistan 
echoed). Despite such domestic political 
factors that tend to intensify the Kashmir 
fighting, neither side has an interest in 
seeing it grow into all-out military confron¬ 
tation. 

If there is no ‘real’ war, then an easy victory 
by the state over citizens is to be had without 
the actual expenditure of a full-scale war. 

The inventories of armaments are left intact, 
but war hysteria gives the rulers enough 
excuses of demanding more sacrifices from 
the people of India, Pakistan, and Kashmir. 
The mountain skirmish is only a ritual that 
makes possible the tightening of the real 
‘lines of control’ that 
define and limit the 
autonomy of people by 
the state. 

Since international 
‘peace-keepers’ like 
Tony Blair and George 
Bush have come to the 
table with mediation, 
(and some impressive 
arms packages for both 
rivalling sides in case 
the issue remains 
unresolved) the tension 
has stabilised slightly. 
India has reopened its air space to Pakistani 
flights and removed over 50 warships from 
Pakistani waters, in response to an assurance 
that Islamabad would halt the infiltration of 












